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Honourable Members of the Executive Board, 

Thank you for the opportunity to speak on behalf of the World Medical Association, the International 
Council of Nurses, the International Pharmaceutical Federation and the World Dental Federation, which form 
together the World Health Professional Alliance WHPA. The Alliance represents national associations in 
more than 150 countries, and the collective views of more than 25 million health professionals, 
working together to achieve the highest possible standards of care, ethics, education and health-
related human rights for all people. 

 

Health Professionals strongly welcome the Draft Global Strategy to reduce the harmful use of alcohol 

and recommend it to the Executive Board and Member States for approval. The Strategy effectively 

addresses issues that will be critical in public health efforts to reduce alcohol abuse throughout the 

world. It is based on strong, evidence-based policies that can provide guidance to Member States. We 

fully support the special focus on protecting the young, non-drinkers, and populations at risk from 

harmful use of alcohol, such as women, indigenous people and other low-income or minority groups. 

 

However, we believe that some of the sections of the strategy should be improved and strengthened. 

We would like to raise your attention on the following matters: 

 

• Although the strategy acknowledges the responsibility for health-sector leadership on efforts to 

combat alcohol problems at all levels, we believe that the role of health professionals in 

prevention and treatment interventions of alcohol abuse should have been given more 

attention, underlining the pivotal role that they can and do play in terms of education, 

advocacy and research.  

 

• The strategy recommends essential policy interventions regarding price, availability, drink-

driving countermeasures and marketing. However, we believe that the proposed measures in 

these areas often lack necessary substance and accuracy, by being not strong and precise 

enough and therefore not enforceable in accordance with the aims of the strategy. This might 

create discrepancies at the national level during the implementation phase and might 

undermine the impact of the global initiative. More concrete and enforceable provisions should 

therefore be included either in the strategy or in subsequent WHO action plan to support 

Member States in implementing these policies. 

 

• We recommend strongly that the role of economic operators in the implementation of the 

strategy be clearly limited, so that policies and programmes at all levels are developed on the 

basis of public health interests, independent of commercial influence. 
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In conclusion, health professionals call on Member State parties to strengthen the text as suggested 
above and to adopt a global strategy at least as strong as the one proposed. If supported by the 
necessary additional resources, which we recommend, we believe that the initiative will operate 
towards the global goal to reduce alcohol abuse and its many harms.  
 
I thank you for your attention 
 
 

 

 

 


